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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Donna Veitch née Tucker. She
leaves to mourn her four children, Rodney (Phyllis), Cheryl Burton (Hugh), Dennis
(Maxine) and Barbara (Dave Goodman). She also leaves to mourn 7 grandchildren, Becky
Ericson (Brent), Trevor (Kerry), Ryan (Christa), Kevin (Myra), Corrie Hutmacher (Sean),
Tanya and Dustin (Sameira), 14 great-grandchildren, sisters-in-law, Ena Tucker and
Jessie Bell, niece Darlene husband Barry Diller and many more nieces, nephews and
cousins.
She was predeceased by her loving husband of 61 years Alex, her siblings Irwin, Archie,
Grace, Buster and Evie; her parents, William and Mary (Irwin) Tucker and parents-in-law
William and Ruth (Mawer) Veitch.
She was born in Virden, MB, and travelled home on the train to the family farm in
Margaret, MB at 1 week old. The youngest of six children, there was always a lot of
activity to keep up to. She was always very athletic and enjoyed bike riding, skating and of
course walking as it was a means to get from place to place. She continued being active
for as long as she possibly could. Her welcome sign said “If I am not home I am out
golfing”. The same could apply to curling. She went to Harmony and Margaret School and
took teacher training during the summer of 1946. She accepted a posting at Tarbolton
School in the fall of 1946, where she was only a couple of years older than some of her
students. It was during that school year that she met the young man down the road and
promptly fell in love. Alex and Donna were married on October 18, 1947. She moved a
mile down the road from where she was boarding to spend the next 58 years as a farmer
in the Bradwardine area, among many wonderful friends and neighbors. Donna was an
amazing cook and the more the merrier at meal time especially for the holidays. The
dining room table extended the full length of the living room and dining room. Her brothers
and sisters-in-laws, nieces and nephews were always welcome. She loved to garden and
had a magnificent vegetable patch, that would be canned, frozen and pickled by the end
of the season. Many hours were spent on the lawn mower, driving the grain truck, knitting

and sewing. Her flower garden could rival any Home and Garden feature. Donna loved to
tend to the flower plants, trimming, pruning and hauling water from “the hole”. The birch
tree was babied like a 5 child after it was broken off by the kids trying to jump over it. Semi
retiring from farming, because you probably never fully retire from farming allowed them to
travel. They went on tours overseas and to the United States. Many of the trips were to
watch curling at the Brier and the World Curling Championships. In 2005, after much
debate they moved to Rivers, MB. In the words of Alex they were only 36 steps to the
legion. It didn’t take long for mom to eye a bare patch of garden space by the highway and
so began the garden patch again. The flowers sprouted up around the suite and it was
soon packed full of new buds. Mom was always a huge community supporter and many a
bake sale was supplied by her baking. She was often called on to cut the cakes due to her
keen eye on making every square the same size.
Losing Alex in 2008 left Donna with a hole that was hard to fill. Mom loved her family and
family gatherings; nothing made her happier than to be involved in their lives and
activities. She was her kid’s biggest supporter. Failing physical health meant moving to the
Rivers PCH in May of 2017. Giving up activities was especially hard for mom, but she took
great pride and joy in her family. We will remember her unwavering love and support. We
will remember her for giving us the motivation to remain active in sports and in the
community. We can only hope to live up to her legacy.
Please join us for a Memorial Service on Monday, April 1, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. at the Rivers
United Church, 339 Main Street, Rivers, MB. A reception will follow in the Rivers Legion. A
private interment will be held at a later date. Flowers graciously declined, a donation can
be made to the Riverdale Community Center or to a charity of your choice.
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Comments

“

Dear Dennis and family, we send our sympathies to you and your family in the
passing of your mother. One memory of your mother is that when I would come to
your birthday parties, your mother knew there were certain foods I didn't eat, and she
always provided an appreciated alternative. That was so very kind of her. Thank you
for your family's friendship through the years. John & Lucille Ramsay

John Ramsay - April 12 at 05:45 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of Donna she was a super nice lady, and such a lady she was.
Enjoyed her company when ever. I curled with her in Rivers in the old rink. The family
will have great memories to see them through. Remember the good times.
Our Sincere Condolences from Keith and Marlene Robins

Marlene Robins - March 25 at 09:40 AM

“

Our sincere sympathy to Rodney, Cheryl, Dennis and Barb and families. We have so
many fond memories of growing up and spending time at your farm. Always
remember the great meals, Sunday get togethers and the fun we had. Had a nice
visit with your mom when I was there a few weeks ago. She so loved the activities of
her grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was such a good friend to our family.
Thinking of you all. Jo-Anne and Bob Curry.

joanne Curry - March 24 at 08:55 PM

“

My condolences to the family and Cheryl, looking at the younger picture of your
Mom...such a strong resemblance to yourself.
Sorry for your loss.
Bruce Wedderburn

Bruce Wedderburn - March 23 at 01:26 PM

“

Just read of Donna passing sending sincere condolences to all of you. Saw her and
had a visit at the Xmas tea. You have many wonderful family memories to cherish.
Was a great family friend to the Common family for many years. She will be missed.
Janice & Bruce Walker

janice walker - March 22 at 02:22 PM

“
“

Our condolences. Don & Gail MacMillan
Don MacMillan - March 25 at 04:55 PM

Our love and condolences to your families during this time of loss. Donna was a great
neighbour and community person.
Elwin and Elaine - April 04 at 09:31 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. I always have fond memories of working along side of Mrs.
Veitch (learning the ropes) at many Fall suppers, Teas and Bake sales. I can hear her
giggle as I type. As a child we would go quite often to visit, play cards and games at Donna
and Alex's farm. My siblings and I were always so excited to go to their place to watch the
Rose Bowl parade on their colored TV. May you all find peace with your cherished
memories and the thought of her reunion with her beloved, Alex.
Sincerely Eileen (English) and Jim Harrison
Eileen Harrison - April 08 at 12:58 PM

